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coronavirus care packages
By Bethlehem Feleke, CNN
(® Updated 9:47 AM ET, Fri April 17, 2020

Kenya currently has more than 230 confirmed cases of coronavirus

Nairobi, Kenya (CNN) — Recipients of Nairobi politician Mike Sonko's Covid-19 care packages can expect to
receive the typical food staples except for one item -- alcohol.

Sonko, the governor of the Kenyan capital city, Nairobi, confirmed in a media briefing on Tuesday that his care
packages include a few small bottles of the cognac, Hennessy.

The governor justified the inclusion of alcohol as "throat sanitizer."

"I think from the research conducted by the World Health Organization and various organizations, it has been
believed that alcohol plays a major role in killing the coronavirus," Sonko said in a video.

"We will have some small bottles of Hennessy in the food packs that we will be giving to our peopl¢

Nairobi Governor Mike Sonko

Note: WHO warns that drinking alcohol does not protect you against COVID-19 and can be danger:
pic.twitter.com/vuSuVAb8dy

— Citizen TV Kenya (@citizentvkenya) April 14, 2020


http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/alcohol-use/news/news/2020/04/alcohol-does-not-protect-against-covid-19-access-should-be-restricted-during-lockdown/_recache?fbclid=IwAR2lkIQcxfDdziOa7esAbXO-caLv66wvhmP4JxoDwXQd5z14X02jAmHZulg&mod=article_inline
https://t.co/vuSuVAb8dy
https://twitter.com/citizentvkenya/status/1250066794066444290?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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In a post released by the WHO on Tuesday, the organization said that alcohol can weaken the health of an
individual and make them more vulnerable to viruses including coronavirus.

Githinji Gitahi, the CEO of Amref Health Africa, a medical nonprofit, in a post on Twitter condemned Sonko's claim
and appealed to Kenyans to dump the alcohol.

This isn't the first time Sonko has been met with public scrutiny. The governor was arrested late last year on
corruption charges, and was forced to surrender some of his duties to the national government.

Meanwhile, Hennessy has refuted through local media the
claims by the Nairobi governor that its drink in particular or
alcohol in general can ward off coronavirus contagion.

"Hennessy would like to stress that the consumption of our
brand or any other alcoholic beverage does not protect
against the virus," reads part of its statement to Nairobi News.

CNN was unable to reach Sonko for comment.

Related Article: Kenya has freed nearly
5000 inmates via newly adopted Skype
court sessions

Search CNN... Q

US
World
Politics
Business
Opinion
Health
Entertainment
Tech

Style



http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/alcohol-use/news/news/2020/04/alcohol-does-not-protect-against-covid-19-access-should-be-restricted-during-lockdown/_recache?fbclid=IwAR2lkIQcxfDdziOa7esAbXO-caLv66wvhmP4JxoDwXQd5z14X02jAmHZulg&mod=article_inline
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/alcohol-use/news/news/2020/04/alcohol-does-not-protect-against-covid-19-access-should-be-restricted-during-lockdown/_recache?fbclid=IwAR2lkIQcxfDdziOa7esAbXO-caLv66wvhmP4JxoDwXQd5z14X02jAmHZulg&mod=article_inline
https://twitter.com/daktari1/status/1250345759045611524?s=20
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/nairobi-governor-mike-sonko-pleads-innocent-corruption-charges-191209134806019.html
https://nairobinews.nation.co.ke/news/hennessy-responds-after-sonko-donates-alcohol-in-covid-19-fight
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/africa/kenya-courts-on-skype/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/africa/kenya-courts-on-skype/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/us
https://www.cnn.com/world
https://www.cnn.com/politics
https://www.cnn.com/business
https://www.cnn.com/opinions
https://www.cnn.com/health
https://www.cnn.com/entertainment
https://www.cnn.com/business/tech
https://www.cnn.com/style
https://www.cnn.com/travel
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/world
http://cnn.it/go2

e LIVETV

Terms of Use

Sports
Videos
Coupons

More

World

FOLLOW CNN

Privacy Policy Do Not Sell My Personal Information AdChoices AboutUs CNN Studio Tours

CNN Store  Newsletters Transcripts License Footage CNN Newsource Sitemap

© 2020 Cable News Network. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
CNN Sans ™ & © 2016 Cable News Network.


https://www.cnn.com/travel
http://bleacherreport.com/
https://www.cnn.com/videos
https://coupons.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/more
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/world
https://facebook.com/CNN
https://twitter.com/CNN
https://instagram.com/cnn
https://www.cnn.com/terms
https://www.cnn.com/privacy
https://www.cnn.com/about
https://www.cnn.com/tour
https://store.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/newsletters
https://www.cnn.com/transcripts
https://www.cnn.com/collection
http://cnnnewsource.com/
https://www.cnn.com/sitemap.html
https://www.turner.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/world
http://cnn.it/go2

