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ABOUT QUOTIDIAN DATA

Quotidian Data (QD) is a research institute
focused on advancing understanding of the
socio-technical layers of knowledge
production and stewardship, especially
related to data. QD conducts research and
training around critical studies of science,
technology and society in Africa,..

Read more

ABOUT THE EVENT

Backstories of Research Data Share collective
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EVENT PROCEEDINGS

This workshop held on November 12,2019
brought together fifty researchers, archival
specialists, open data technologists, and
government representatives to think about
the intersection between open data
technologies, digital humanities and
research data practices in Kenya.

The event ran from 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM and
was organized around an opening
presentation by Angela Okune and Leonida
Mutuku followed by three panel sessions
which explored how diverse institutions
have attempted to support student interests
in research and archiving; raised questions
about existing forms of scholarly knowledge
outputs; and dove into the politics and
geographies of data localisation and
governance.

MATERIALS

EVENTBRITE INVITATION TO
"ARCHIVING KENYA'S PAST AND
FUTURES"

PHOTOS FROM "ARCHIVING
KENYA'S PAST AND FUTURES"

OKUNE & MUTUKU. 2019. OPENING
REMARKS AT "ARCHIVING KENYA'S
PAST AND FUTURES." NOVEMBER 12,
2019.MCMILLAN LIBRARY: NAIROBI,
KENYA.

VIDEO PROCEEDINGS - OPENING
REMARKS

https://youtu.be/MahWbS8JhPw#

VIDEO PROCEEDINGS - PANEL 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QLP452Y5HoE&feature=youtu.be®®
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COVID19 new:

discourse

This essay collates news and public
discourse identified by members of the
Research Data KE Working Group that are
of interest to thinking about the COVID19
epidemic in/from/about Kenya. We are
particularly interested in archiving and
tracking how media and other public
channels are discussing the epidemicin
order to identify relevant research
resources and translate our individual
experiences and data into collective
knowledge that can support communities.
‘We plan to use this information to better
identify and collate existing
qualitative/ethnographic research resources
across diverse thematic areas relevant to
thinking about and working on the COVID

VISUALISING COVID-19 IN KENYA

VIEW ESSAY

PUBLIC NARRATIVES

These artifacts have circulated either on
Kenyan mainstream or social media and we
believe are relevant to understanding how the
public is interpreting & experiencing COVID19
and its effects in Kenya.

NATION ARTICLE: "DO HEALTH
MINISTRY FIGURES ON COVID-19
REALLY ADD UP?"

RICHIE, HANNAH. 2021.'WESTERN
I FRICA!

MYACCOUNT ~ DASHBOARD  LOGOUT

EMERGING
OBSERVATIONS

GENDER AND COVID-19 IN KENYA

an
COVID-19
in Kenya

VIEW ESSAY

ANALYTIC QUESTIONS

How have different actors responded to
COVID-19 and what kinds of counter
responses have emerged to that?

How is COVID-19 knowledge and expertise
moving across national borders? How are
researchers outside dominant institutions of
production organising? What

NATIONS FROM HAVING THEIR OWN
VACCINE. VICE NEWS, 13 MAY 2021.

ATTIAH, K. (2020, SEPTEMBER 22).
OPINION | AFRICA HAS DEFIED THE
COVID-19 NIGHTMARE SCENARIOS.

new collaborations and synergies are being
formed? How are they working?

How is COVID-19 “in Africa” (or “in Kenya")

being mentioned in comparison to other.
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GROUP ARTIFACTS

2020_SEPT_24 WRITING
MEETING_VIDEO RECORDING
2020_SEPT_24 WRITING
MEETING_Transcript

D 2020_Nov_25 Writing Meeting Audio

2021_Feb_26 WORKING GROUP
WRITING MEETING_AUDIO

This is a restricted workspace. If you are unable
to see any content, that is because you are not
logged in as an RDS group member or are not
added to the working group page. Email
angela[dot]okune[at]gmail[dot]com if you
believe this is in error.
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NEXT MEETING:

THURSDAY, JULY 15, 5-6 PM EAT

See time conversions#.#& Email Angela

Okune for Zoom link
(angelaldot]okune[atlgmaill

JOURNAL: RESEARCH DATA SHARE
KE DESIGN TEAM

MARCH 11,2021

Attendees: Aurelia, Angela, Wambui, Hawi
Agenda/Notes

0) Catchup

Meghan M. interview reveals the structure
of the monarchy

Draft...
Read more
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CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF GOOGLE ARTS AND CULTURE SITE
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VISUALISING COVID-19 IN KENYA
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GENDER AND COVID-19 IN KENYA

RESEARCH DATA KE DESIGN GROUP ORGANIZATIONAL ARCHIVE

TECHNICAL ONBOARDING TO RDS PLATFORM

NEWS AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE ON COVID-19 IN/FROM/ABOUT KENYA

PHOTOS FROM "ARCHIVING KENYA'S PAST AND FUTURES'

YOU ARE THE GROUP
MANAGER

M)

RESEARCH DATA KE
WORKING GROUP
MEMBERS

GROUP OWNERS

ﬁ SYOKAU MUTONGA
i

ESTHER OBACHI

@ AURELIA MUNENE
°

JOYCE WANGARI
NGUGI

1
’i | HAWIRAPUDO
&X\

PARUAT
CHAKRABARTI

Chapter 6

The Research Data KE Working Group:
Scaffolding for Thirdspace

By Research Data Kenya Working Group'#4

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7x695678




What is “experimental”?

1)

2)

Rather than forcing diverse perspectives and writing styles to
fit into a legible text, we are interested in exploring what
epistemological expansions might be possible by
sidestepping the requirement for a linear narrative and
instead investing time in the data relations and analytic
infrastructure for sense-making a collaborative dataset.

The production of research data establishes, builds, and
sustains relationships of individuals and the collective.
(We will reflect on this in the book as well; how to build
non-extractive data relations)
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Leo Mutuku:
“Knowledge Structures for
Decolonial AI Futures”




Sure, here is an image of an American woman:

Answers questions about the Kenya Finance Bill 2024.

Done @ chatgpt.com 2 ©

What are the main points of the Keny: businesses?

Can you explain the changes in taxati

@ impacts of the bill?
w Kenya Finance Bill 2024 GPT 404 Not Found

Message ChatGPT Where we are, there's only air,

+ B =2 A page misplaced, it isn't there.
In the void where data fades,
Questions linger, answers evade.
Not all paths lead where we care.
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Syokau Mutonga:
“Graffiti as a Repertoire
of Resistance™
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Aurelia Munene;:

What Metaphors Redefine
Postgraduate Research
Training?




Reimagining
Postgraduate
Pathways: Dismantling
Pipelines

Women are half as likely
to get ‘excellent' letters
of recommendation'® ",
and 10-20% less likely to
become an independent
Pl than men”'#

Women are less
likely to be employed
as graduate students
or postdocs in male Pls' Start-up funds for male
Pls are over US$500,000 more

labs, which represent

24
over 70% of labs”? than start-ups for female Pls’

Women submit fewer grants M
overall, fewer renewal or (\
simultaneous grants and are [/
less likely 1o have renewal
funded than mz

Female last authors are 6.4%
lass likely 1o have their manuscripts f |
accepled by an all-male panel of reviewers'*

Women account for less
than 25% of awardees
for the most prominent
awards in some STEM fields™'

How can the entire STEM community address
this gender bias problem?

A0 wea

< [

*Collect and publish data on gender representation
in all areas of STEM vigibility and success

+ Set clear and specific goals and guidelines for gender
and minority representation in your area of STEM

* Identify and offer effective training in unconscious
bias and effective hiring and retention stralegies



Angela Okune: “Who
Owns Our Knowledge
Infrastructure?:

Demystifying the DOI”
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World scaled by number of documents with authors from each country in Web of Science
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Open Research : HH

Africa

Rapid & Transparent Publishing 3

TO onable tho A shanng. GRCOVry. Lse and
rousa of Avican research 10 the benelt of afl

ikwiea  F1000
Legal information

The wobsite opervesearchalrica org is operated by F1000 Research Limed, a company regstered
In England and Wales with Comparny Number S322928, with registored othices at § Howick Pace
London, SWIP 1WG. in the United Kingdom and VAT nummber GB 365482638, F1000 Research
Limited 5 a member of the Taylor & Francs Group, which s an Informa business

$510 ©®

Arthe pulsrshng tharge

for Open CCen

Scientific

Scientific African is o peer reviewed, open occess, inter- ond
multidisciplinory scientific journol that is dedicoted to exponding
occess to African research, increosing intra-African scentific
collaboration, and building ccademic research copocity in Africa, The
journal aims to provide a modern, highly-visible platform for
publishing pan-African research and welcomes submissions from oll
scientific disciplines in the following broad categories:

208 days 3 days 16%

Sebmssan to eccepton(e Acceplance 10 pubhcoton Acceptonie Bute
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Wambui Wamunvyu:
“Knowledge Production
iIn a Post-Maandamano
World”







Q1

What did you bring
and what does it
represent to you

about knowledge?




Q2

26

What is knowledge to
you?

How do you find
knowledge?

Where is knowledge
stored? How is it
shared?How is it kept
alive/archived?



Q35

27

what would you want
for Kenyan knowledge
Infrastructures?

(reminder that
infrastructure is both
technical, social,
cultural, etc.)







Overview of PECE

PECE

Platform for Experimental
Collaborative Ethnography

Collaboratively curate,
analyze & share
qualitative data

Experiment with diverse
modes of publication

https://worldpece.org/about



PECE Design Logics B

Archival Hospitality

e Data are thoroughly relational, bound to the
questions and contexts that created them through
interpretation and selection, always open to change
from new questions and contexts.

e PECE makes the relations among data visible to
encourage roaming, exploration, surprise, and play.
Hospitable archives say: "Please, eat -- and have a
seat, stay for a while; there's more here than is on
the table or menu.

https://worldpece.org/content/archival-hospitality
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PECE Design Logics B

Juxtapositional Logics

| ® PECE’s design structure seeks to leverage
difference—different artifacts and data, different
annotations from different researchers, different
explanatory paradigms—into insight, through a
variety of display mechanisms.

DSy * | https://worldpece.org/design-logic/juxtapositional-logics

- A-ﬁm_—-——.‘_- -



PECE Design Logics =

Explanatory Pluralism

e Interpretive differences are a signature feature of
most humanities research. The expectation in the
humanities is that different researchers will develop
alternative understandings of the same object or
event.

| « By design, PECE encourages the creation and

assembling of multiple interpretations, hypotheses,

and theories in the firm belief that such
explorations of multiple possibilities is necessary for
understanding complex conditions.

https://worldpece.org/design-logic/juxtapositional-logics



Database Books

“Books where a database of resources forms the central
element (i.e., not as an enhancement to a text-based
book) around which the book is formed. These can be
non-linear, with multiple access points, or can incorporate
updates or versioning, akin to a ‘living archive’. Considers
the question when is something a digital archive, and
when is it a publication, or a book?”

Adema, J., Steiner, T., & Bowie, S. (2022). Part 2: A Typology of
Experimental Books. In Books Contain Multitudes: Exploring
Experimental Publishing (2022 update) (2nd ed.). Copim.
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Becoming an African Techpreneur: Geopolitics of Investments in
“Local” Kenyan Entrepreneurship

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT
DATA FOR FOR "BECOMING AN AFRICAN SOURCE DATA

P—— S "BECOMING AN TECHPRENEUR"
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of inquiry. We (Angela Okune and Leonida
R GEOPOLITICS OF Mutuku) have been close friends since 2010 » 0:00/1:18 -

ABSTRACT R ETE I NVESTM E NTS I N when we began to work as colleagues at the

iHub. When offered the opportunity to re-
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Entrepreneurs in Kenya are heterogenous, with diverse backgrounds, career SECTION LOCAL K E NYAN .. " . 2020 SEP 22. TRANSCR
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entrepreneurs, we observed the emergence of the trope of the “Kenyan developed in 2018 about iHub Research, we
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Engaging Science, Technology, and Society

ESTS ISSUE 9.2
OVERVIEW

This issue of Engaging Science, Technology and Society consists of an ORA by Susan Bell, Patrick R. Grzanka, Kelly Joyce, and Laura Senier on
understanding publics and science, and of a thematic collection# that critically addresses the theme of Innovation in STS. Edited by ESTS
Associate Editors Noela Invernizzi and Emily York, the collection consists of an opening piece, by Alan Irwin, entitled "STS and Innovation:
borderlands, regenerations and critical engagements ' commented by eight perspectives pieces written by scholars from nine different
countries, representing great diversity both in terms of the features of the STS and Innovation Studies (IS) fields, and regarding S&T
trajectories and capabilities: Hernan Thomas and Lucas Becerra®, Judith Sutz¢, Maja Horst , Pankaj Sekhsaria, Sally Wyat #, Sebastian
Pfotenhauer #, Shobita Parthasarathy# and Tiago Brandao and Carolina Bagattolli#. In addition, Lily Irani #prepared a general commentary,
and Alan Irwin# wrote an epilogue to the coll Several ive pieces are ied by materials, be they a video
recording, an interview, a set of questions, a syllabus, or that can all be accessed below.

ARTICLE COLLECTIONS

DATA FOR "DISSOLVING DATA FOR "WHAT IS INNOVATION DATA FOR "INNOVATION DOESN'T
BOUNDARIES IN THE POLICY IN THE NON-ENGLISH WORK: THE EXPLANATORY
SYSTEM" LANGUAGES?" POWER OF A SOCIO-TECHNICAL

- 2

VIEW ESSAY
VIEW ESSAY

VIEW ESSAY

DATA FOR "A JOURNEY THROUGH
STS AND INNOVATION STUDIES"

VIEW ESSAY

ASSOCIATED DATA (A-Z)

AIMS AND OBJECTIVE]S 1/2.PHOTO TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE AT WORK.
ESSAY "A JOURNEY THROUGH STS AND BT AT T roR M PHOTO ESSAY "A JOURNEY THROUGH
INNOVATION STUDIES" STS AND INNOVATION STUDIES?

TEXT. "PRESENTATION: INNOVATION
DOESN'T WORK. THE EXPLANATORY
PPOWER OF SOCIO-TECHNICAL
AAPPROACH"

TEXT. "PRESENTACION: 'INNOVACION

AIMS AND OBJECT[IVE]S 2/2. PHOTO
ESSAY "A JOURNEY THROUGH STS AND
INNOVATION STUDIES!"

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: DISSOLVING
BOUNDARIES IN THE POLICY SYSTEM

—— &‘7/ ,__47,, E.\. \'%

STSA Uy

infrastructures ©

LOGIN REGISTER

AIMS AND OBJECT[IVE]S 1/2. PHOTO ESSAY "A JOURNEY THROUGH

STS AND INNOVATION STUDIES."

IMAGE

- study the historical
jarnuﬂom of

avlmu prc. ts of the ?
"infor-nl technology

- develop  skills in
reporting and analysing
and knowledge and in

written and oral

CREATOR(S)
Sally Wyatt

CONTRIBUTORS

Sally Wyatt
Engaging Science, Technology, and Society

CONTRIBUTED DATE
November 19,2023 - 3:50pm

CRITICALCOMMENTARY

Click here to access the photo essay this artefact is part of

| was invited by the editors of eSTS to prepare some additional
material to accompany my short article called ‘A Journey through STS
and Innovation Studies'. This generous invitation provided me with
the opportunity to excavate a number of old box files containing
teaching materials from the 1990s. | spent several happy hours,
remembering colleagues, students and teaching spaces from that
decade. What follows is a small selection of teaching materials | used
‘when teaching innovation studies and STS to first year bachelor
students at the University of East London (UEL). The course was
called “Innovation, Technology & Culture”. It was compulsory for all of
the students following the “New Technology” degrees. Included on
the following pages are the aims and objectives of course, lecture and
seminar schedules, and examples of seminars, lectures and
assessment. Along the way, | point to some of the material features of
teaching pre-Internet, pre-PowerPoint, pre-beamers. | used chalk,
overhead sheets (sometimes hand-drawn), and my lecture notes

FORMAT
irg

LICENSE

were i produced using a dot matrix printer.

CITEAS

Sally Wyatt, "Aims and object[ive]s 1/2. Photo Essay "A Journey
through STS and Innovation Studies."", contributed by Sally Wyatt
and Engaging Science, Technology, and Society, Engaging Science,
Techno!ogy, and Society (ESTS) Journal, STS Infrastructures, Platform for
last modified 4 December

D
2023, accessed 26 November 2024.
ht infrastructures.org/ d-objectives-12-
phot y-journey-through-sts-and-i ion-studi

https://stsinfrastructures.org/content/ests-issue-92/essay



https://disaster-sts-network.org/content/formosa-plastics-archive/essay
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FORMOSA PLASTICS GLOBAL ARCHIVE
BRERERE

OVERVIEW #5372

The Formosa Plastics Global Archive supports a transnational network of people concerned about the operations of the Formosa Plastics
Corporation, one of the world's largest petrochemical companies. The material includes public coverage of Formosa Plastics, as well
as documentation collected by activists and researchers over many years of work.
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VIEW ESSAY
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THE WATERKEEPERS
WIN

RETURN TO PECE ESSAY LANDING PAGE

S . FORMOSA PLASTICS GLOBAL ARCHIVE
W HERE

m CALHOUN COUNTY, TEXAS, USA

OVERVIEW

Opposition to Formosa Plastics has, in some
cases, been successful. In 2019, a lawsuit
filed by Diane Wilson and ex-Formosa
workers resulted in a US $50 million
settlement. Traveling by kayak, the "San
Antonio Bay Waterkeepers" have been
tracking Formosa'’s plastic pollution
discharge to local waterways. The 2019 legal
settlement included funds to support this
work to assess compliance with a court
order for "zero discharge."

Weekly water monitoring reports produced
by Wilson and collaborators include
photographs and textual descriptions of
plastic pellet pollution at water discharge
outlets from the Formosa plant. Wilson also
donates plastic pellets to the citizen science
initiative Nurdle Patrol at the University of
Texas at Austin.

DOCUMENT: TCEQ WASTEWATER
INSPECTION OF PLASTIC

FACILITIES, 03.06.2019

From Diane Wilson, in email
correspondence:

"This is why a wastewater inspection by
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) allows a facility to succeed with
flying colors. Give them two weeks notice
and let the facility know exactly what the
inspectors are going to do. Enclosed...

Read more
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TIMELINE: WATERKEEPERS VS.
FORMOSA PLASTICS CORP.

VIEW ESSAY

PHOTO ESSAY: WATER
MONITORING, POINT COMFORT

VIEW ESSAY

TIMELINE: FORMOSA PLASTICS
REPORTING FORMS
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VIEW ESSAY

https://disaster-sts-network.org/content/waterkeepers-win/essay




POSTCOLONIAL OBJECTIVITY: REACHING FOR
DECOLONIAL KNOWLEDGE MAKING IN NAIROBI

Citeas:

Okune, Angela (2021). "Postcolonial Objectivity: Reaching for Decolonial Knowledge Making in Nairobi."
Research Data Share (Platform for Experimental Collaborative Ethnography).
https://www.researchdatashare.org/content/making-instructive-data-okune-....

ABSTRACT

Based on work over the last decade within Nairobi’s tech-for-good sector, followed by a year of
ethnographic research within organizations in Nairobi's research landscapes, “Postcolonial Objectivity:
Reaching for Decolonial Knowledge Making in Nairobi” traces the contours and edges of what is
considered to be good knowledge within an emergent regime of scientific representation in Kenya. | show
how this regime, which I call postcolonial objectivity, can be better understood by drawing out how
histories haunt the problem space; the idealized figures that shadow the problem space, how rising
diversity expectations have played out, and modes of care and stewardship are practiced and idealized. A
recurrent argument and goal of postcolonial objectivity is robust contextualization of knowledge.

“Postcolonial Objectivity: Reaching for Decolonial Knowledge Making in Nairobi” scales between
analyses of the geopolitics of translocal knowledge production and ethnographically rich descriptions of
Kenyan histories of imperialism and post-war Development. These geohistories established the
knowledge infrastructures that have created conditions where everyday research amongst particular
communities in Nairobi are often experienced as extractive, externally-driven, and extroverted for a
Western audience. If methodology is a way of being in the world, ultimately, my argument is enacted
through my methodological approach of archive ethnography as well as collaborative authorship of the
final textual form. In these ways, | demonstrate my own attempts towards postcolonial objectivity,
working to build supporting technical infrastructure as an experimental space for collaborative effort to
figure out what kinds of questions can be asked under postcolonial objectivity going forward.

A PDF version of this dissertation is available at https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7x695678%.

INTRODUCTION
CHAPTER ESSAYS
PART |

These three chapters set the stage for understanding the research landscape in Nairobi, Kenya and my
object of study, open ethnographic research data.
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